
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Released:  May 12, 2023 

 

Virginia 2023 Wheat Forecast and May Hay Stocks 

 

Virginia farmers expect to harvest 8.85 million bushels of winter wheat during 2023 according to the Virginia 

Field Office of USDA's National Agricultural Statistics Service. The expected crop for 2023 would be down 

13% from the previous year. Farmers seeded 230,000 acres last fall with 145,000 acres to be harvested for 

grain. Based on crop conditions as of May 1 and assuming a normal growing season, farmers expect a yield of 

61.0 bushels per acre, down 7.0 bushels from 2022. Acres for other uses totaled 85,000 acres and will be used 

as cover crop or cut as silage or hay. 

 

As of May 7, winter wheat overall was in mostly good condition with farmers currently planting crops and 

cutting hay. Eighty-two percent of the crop was headed compared to 71% at this time last year and 64% for the 

five year average. 

 

Winter wheat production for the Nation was forecast at 1.13 billion bushels, up 2% from 2022. The expected 

area to be harvested for grain or seed totals 25.3 million acres, up 8% from last year. As of May 1, the U.S. 

yield was forecast at 44.7 bushels per acre, down 2.3 bushels from last year.    

 

As of May 1, Virginia on-farm hay stocks totaled 320,000 tons, up 40,000 tons from May 1, 2022 stocks. 

Farmers have used 81% of their hay stocks since December 1, 2022.  

 

U. S. hay stocks were at 14.5 million tons, down 2.24 million tons from 2022. 
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NASS provides accurate, timely, and useful statistics in service to U.S. agriculture. We invite you to provide occasional feedback on our products and 
services. Sign up at http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/subscriptions and look for “NASS Data User Community.”USDA is an equal opportunity provider, 
employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave., S.W., Washington, 
D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). 
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